the presence about him of a number of able, bold and
devoted friends. Among these should be put first,
General de Saint Arnand, and the careful way in
which the Prince went to work to win him over to Ms
cause well illustrates the remarkable manner in
which the coup d'etat was planned and carried out.
Major Meury, of the Prince's military staff, an
officer of great activity and very devoted to his
cause, had just completed fourteen years of service
in Algeria, where he knew all the officers who could
be useful to the Prince. He had served under Gen-
eral de Saint Arnaud, whom he could not praise too
highly to the Prince-President. So be was sent to
Africa on a special mission whose aim was to bring
over to the Prince officers in the African army who
would aid in carrying out the plans then maturing
at the Elysee, and especially to see if Saint Amaud Js
support could be secured. The Major suggested that
the young general be sent on an expedition against
some rebellious tribes, which would give the latter
an opportunity to distinguish himself and the
former an occasion to talk with him about the cause
which the future Emperor had at heart. The Major
was instructed to see the Minister of War, General
Eandon, who readily fell in with the proposition,
adding: '/Tell the Prince that when Saint Arnaud
takes my place, I do not want to be mixed up in all
the events that are sure to follow; all I ask is to be
sent back to Algeria as governor general." This
was quite in accordance with the wishes of the
Prince, who, notwithstanding what has been said to
the contrary, never had a thought of asking General
Random to play a part in the coming events. So
Major Meury hastened to Africa; the Kabylian
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